Welcome to Drama/Dance Class:  

(Drama, Dance, & Creative Movement)
with Mrs. Landes
2017-2018 School Year
Course Description:  
The dance/drama class, taught by Mrs. Landes, is a full-year course that will explore the principles of dance, drama, and creative movement.  The focus of this class will be on understanding the basic principles of theater, dance, stage presence, movement, communication, improvisation, as well as developing an appreciation for the arts in general. The dance curriculum will follow the national dance standards and the drama curriculum will follow the Language Arts common core standards. Throughout the school year, we will learn the curriculum through dance and drama units. Some of our class projects include performances for our school, performances at the high school dance concerts, puppet performances at the elementary schools, attending dramatic performances, projects that benefit our school (sixth grade bullying skits, assemblies, school talent shows, etc.), our student choreography showcase, and many in-class projects that develop who we are as performers. Previous dance or drama experience is beneficial but definitely not required. Please note that there will be some mandatory out-of-school performances throughout the school year for this class (see attached sheet with performance dates)
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Materials:

There is no textbook for this class.  Information will mainly come from class participation with the instructor, guest teachers/choreographer, handouts/videos the instructor provides, and exercises which help the students explore different types of movement and theatrical principles.  The instructor will provide you with additional materials and/or give you enough notice to bring in your own materials.

A calendar will be provided for your advanced planning.  Most days, we will dance so students need to plan for clothes/shoes to move in.    3 minutes will be given at the beginning of the hour for changing on moving days.  All dance attire needs to follow the school dress code.
Attendance/grading:

Students are required to participate in all class activities on a daily basis.  Points will be given for dress code, effort, and participation.  (Class participation points - 30%).  Students also learn class material through class, group, and individual projects that emphasize the content in the lessons (Class activities/projects - 50%).  The remaining portion of the grade (20%) is on individual written assessment and reflections on the lessons.  The parent portal will be updated regularly so you may check the progress of your grade online.  

If a student is absent on a specific day that we did movement or a class activity, the student must see Mrs. Landes to see what he/she missed in order to make up the points.  If the student missed class on a day that movement was taught, he/she will need to get together with a friend outside of class to catch up on what they missed.  Failure to stay caught up in class will result in a lower grade for class participation.  Once the material is made up adequately, the student will be able to recover any lost points due to the absence.  This policy exists because attendance in dance/drama class is extremely important and the material we work on daily in class has value.  It is so important that students are in class each session.   If a student fails to take proper action when absent from a day that we had an in-class activity, the student will receive a zero for the day.  If there are excessive absences when material is taught for an upcoming performance, the student’s participation in the performance is in jeopardy.  Absences should be made up as soon as possible.  They should be made up outside of class and not take any class time.  
Out-of-Class Requirements:
There will be some out-of -class requirements for this class.  You will be notified well in advance of these commitments (see performance date document).   The out-of-class commitments will be scheduled if the belief is that it will truly enhance student learning.  Some of the performances are within the school day and require no time out of school, although they may require time out of class.  Some of the performances take place after school hours and require advance planning and commitment.  In the past, some of these events included:  performing in the high school Winter Dance Concert, performing in the high school Spring Dance Concert, performing at home basketball games, presenting a puppet show to students at the Early Childhood Center, facilitating a Literature in Motion Workshop at Zeeland Elementary Schools, presenting bullying prevention skits to 6th graders at both middle schools, organizing and performing in the Cityside “Chix Mix”/Creekside “Air Jam”, attending a live musical performance, and performing at school assemblies.  One of our highlights of the school year is our annual Middle School Student Choreography Showcase in which students create original dances to present to a live audience.   Many of these opportunities may happen again this year and there may be some new opportunities as well.  More information about these special opportunities will be discussed in class and specific information will be sent home via Infinite Campus Messenger.
Middle School Dance/Drama Program Information:

This is the sixth year that dance/drama is being offered at both Cityside and Creekside Middle Schools.  The last five years have been very successful and I am expecting this year to be wonderful as well.  It is exciting for me to share my love and passion for drama/dance with more students throughout Zeeland Public Schools.  This school year, 1st hour dance/drama will be at Creekside and 3rd hour dance/drama will be at Cityside.  Due to the nature of the class, students will meet the same course learning targets but they may be delivered in different ways (for example, different pieces of choreography in the concerts).  Both classes will have performance opportunities and be challenged according to their needs.  For the past two years, both middle school classes worked together on projects and learned so much from one another.  It was really neat to see the friendships form and the learning bond that the students from both middle schools have together.  I am hoping for the same working and learning atmosphere again this school year. 
Goals and expectations:

Since this is an activities based class, the expectation is that you come to class with an open mind and willingness to try new things.  Again, attendance is VERY important.  Many of the areas covered in the exploratory curriculum may be new to you.  The goal is that you will have fun and enjoy most of the activities encountered in the course.  Some of them may not be your favorite things to do and that is okay.  It is important to try them anyway and learn as much as you can from each activity.  You may surprise yourself with enjoying something that might be new to you.  The important thing is to have a positive attitude.  The entire class will benefit if you try your best every day in class.  

Another goal of these exploratory classes is give you information so that you might be able to appreciate the performing arts as a form of lifelong entertainment.  Many of you already love the arts (drama, dance, music) and that is wonderful!  I hope that you are able to enjoy each activity we do in class and further develop your artistic talents.  Some of your though may not have fully developed an appreciation for the arts yet and that is okay.  Through this exploratory class, I hope you will gain enough information and exposure to the arts that you will be able to appreciate them in middle school, high school, and beyond.  There are so many forms of artistic expression.  Something is bound to interest each student that takes this exploratory class.  Remember, you have an interest in performing arts, which is why you pursued the opportunity to take this class.  I hope that you are able to meet the goals and expectations that you have set for yourself.  Please let me know if I can be of further assistance in helping you reach these goals.
Finally, one more goal is to have fun!  This class is supposed to be different from your core classes in the sense that there is not as much homework and lessons are more activity/performance-based.  Although the expectation is that you work hard each and every day you are here, you will also have fun.  In fact, hard work and fun connect in this class.  If you pay attention in class and remain engaged in the activities, you should have fun exploring dance/drama.  Please keep absences to a minimum in this class because there is a lot of valuable material taught each day and the experience is nearly impossible to duplicate outside of the performing arts classroom.  
Contact Information:

For the 2017-2018 school year, I will teach two different subjects.  When I am not teaching dance/drama, I am teaching Language Arts at Cityside Middle School.  My room for performing arts is 127, which is the performing arts classroom (also used for orchestra).  My phone number is 748-3246.  My room for Language Arts is 213 (Cityside) and my phone number is 748-4777 ext. 2018.  Otherwise, it might be best to reach me by e-mail.  jlandes@zps.org.  I would love for you to contact me if you have a question, comment, or concern I can help you with in regards to dance/drama class or an upcoming performance.
Finally, I am very excited that each of you is in my class for the entire school year.  We are going to have so much fun exploring the wonderful arts of dance and drama together.  Please let me know if I can be of assistance or help make your arts experience more enjoyable.

Mrs. Landes

jlandes@zps.org
(616) 748-4777 (ext. 2018)

