7th Grade Language Arts Syllabus
2017-2018 School Year
Cityside Middle School
Mrs. Landes
Room 213
Extension: 2018
Email:  jlandes@zps.org

Course Description:

Students will be strengthening their skills in a variety of areas including reading, writing, spelling, grammar, vocabulary, oral presentation, and listening.   Students will be taught using the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 7).  

Throughout the school year, we will be reading a variety of literature including short stories, plays, novels, informational text, short passages, poems, and free choice books (independent reading).  Students will read, write, listen, speak, and think daily in Language Arts Class. There will be four major writing assignments (two each semester) throughout the school year, in addition to several other writing assignments to strengthen students as writers.  Students will develop strong critical thinking skills through the many activities, assignments, and discussions in Language Arts.   
Grammar, usage, and mechanics activities will be assigned on a regular basis, using the program G.U.M.  

Textbooks:  
Adventures for Readers:  Book One
Holt, Rinehart, and Winston
Adventures for Readers:  Book Two
Harcourt, Brace, and Jovanovich
Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics (G.U.M)

Zaner-Bloser
There will also be literature circle books, independent reading, informational texts, and poetry.  These materials will be provided by the teacher and/or library.   Book projects will be assigned regularly to encourage ongoing independent reading and thinking.  All other materials (novels, short stories, dramas, etc.) will be based on the units we are studying in class.  This year our units are:

-Stories:  Structure and Elements (various short stories)

-Dystopia/Utopia:  You Decide. (The Giver by Lois Lowry)

- Perseverance (Okay for Now by Gary Schmidt)

-Courage in Life and Literature (The Diary of Anne Frank)

- Medieval Times:  Characters with Character (various medieval
novels)
Classroom Expectations:

1.  Be in your seat ready to work when class begins.  

2.  Come to class prepared with all materials.

3.  Review the agenda on the projection screen and be ready for the
class session.

4.  Respect each other, the school staff, and the learning environment.

5.  Respect other’s property, including the property of the classroom.

6.  Be responsible for your actions and be willing to accept the


     consequences.

7.  Complete schoolwork to the best of your ability.

Reward Policy for Good Behavior:
1.  Verbal and non-verbal praise

2.  Chix Tix

3.  Positive notes and phone calls/e-mails
4.  Fun activities and/or rewards

Discipline Policy for Unacceptable Behavior:

1.  Warning

2.  CBC
3.  Discussion with parents
4.  Detention(s)

5.  Referral to principal

Materials:


The following items are materials each student should have in
class with them on a daily basis.

*  #2 pencils with erasers
*  Extra erasers
*  Blue/black pens 

*  Red pens (necessary for correcting)

*  Yellow highlighters 

*  Pencil pocket or sturdy Ziploc (for storing pencils/pens)

*  Binder with pockets (for organizing assignments)
*  Loose leaf notebook paper (to be kept in binder all school year) 

*  1 composition notebook (to be kept in classroom)
 
*  Markers and/or colored pencils (for projects)

* iPad and ear buds for iPad
*  Assignment book (necessary to keep track of daily assignments – may be paper or electronic)
Grading Scale and Procedures:
The grading scale is as follows:


100-94%
A


76-73%
C

93-90%
A-


72-70%
C-

89-87%
B+


69-67%
D+

86-83%
B


66-63%
D

82-80%
B-


62-60%
D-

79-77%
C+


59-0%
F

Students will be graded based on homework, class participation, activities, projects, quizzes, and tests. Students will be graded on a point system in Language Arts class.  The assignment point value reflects the importance of the lessons and the teacher’s expectations of the grade level content.  The categories of assignments are approximately as follows:  

Reading Comprehension – 40%


Writing assignments – 40%


G.U.M./Vocabulary – 20%

Homework/Activities/Projects:
Students will be given regular assignments, activities, and projects, which need to be completed inside and outside of class.  The majority of the assignments will be started in class but may need to be completed or reviewed at home.  These assignments are expected to be completed on time.  Every assignment has academic value and it is important that the student completes assignments on time so the entire class can move on with the learning process.  Students will be issued one late pass per term for their assignments.  After the late pass is used, all late or missing assignments will be marked as a zero.  If late or missing assignments are affecting a student’s grade, the parents will be notified so that the student’s academic habits can be discussed.  
Some exceptions may be made to the late work policy if there is an unusual circumstance.  I encourage you to talk with me if this happens.  However, frequent late work is a result of unpreparedness for the school day and it will need to be addressed.

Missing Work procedures:

1-2 missing assignments per term:  Discussion with student.  Make a plan to change this habit.

3 missing assignments per term:  Lunch detention and parent is notified.

4 or more missing assignments per term:  After school detention until the student is caught up with the missing work.  

Quizzes/Tests:


Depending on what we are studying in class, there will be quiz or test to assess for comprehension.  This is to evaluate how well the student learned the material that was taught in Language Arts class and to prepare them for further assessments.  There will be grammar, usage, and mechanics tests (G.U.M).  Skills tests will be assigned based on our unit of study.  There will also be novel tests attached to each novel read in class.  Other assessments will vary throughout the school year, depending on the unit being studied in class and will be discussed in great detail with students so they are prepared for the assessment.  
Extra Credit:   
Extra Credit is always available, but is not a replacement for missing assignments.  See Mrs. Landes for Language Arts related ideas.  Sometimes, extra credit will be announced in class and other times, you can approach Mrs. Landes if you are interested in a Language Arts project outside of class.  Many times extra credit will be attached to a required assignment to encourage extra effort and deeper thinking on the topic.  Important:  Students will NOT be allowed to turn in EXTRA credit if the class requirements have not been met.  It is EXTRA credit, not REPLACEMENT credit for required work not completed.
Communication:


There will be an agenda posted on the projector EVERY DAY in Language Arts Class.  Students are responsible for reading the agenda and being prepared for the class session.  This should become a habit.  Students are also responsible for writing down any homework or upcoming quizzes, tests, and projects down in their planner or iPad.  (Anything that is DUE will be in the homework section of the agenda posted.)  During the first few weeks of school, Mrs. Landes will assist students in becoming familiar with their planner and how to organize themselves for their Language Arts class.  After students know how to fill out their planners (or their preferred organization system), it is their responsibility to make sure they know how to organize their Language Arts class requirements.  Parents can help from home by checking their student’s planner and/or iPad.  I also post homework EVERY DAY on the student’s Edmodo account.  As a parent, you can also create a parent account so you can be aware of what your student is working on in Language Arts class.  Questions or concerns can ALWAYS be e-mailed to Mrs. Landes at jlandes@zps.org.  

I also send out important message through the Infinite Campus messenger.  Please make sure that Cityside has your correct e-mail address so you are able to receive these important messages.  

Absences/Make-up Work:


If you are absent, you will have an absent sheet completed for you by a classmate on the date(s) of your absence.  It is recommended that you check Edmodo AND speak with Mrs. Landes upon your return to school.  It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to get their absent sheet and ask for any materials needed to get caught up in class.  Students will have ONE DAY PER DAY ABSENT from the date of your absence to turn in any missed work for full credit.  The sooner you are caught up in class, the sooner you can start participating in class sessions again.

If you have an extended trip planned during the school year, please have the student come talk to me so I can prepare them for their absence.  I can give your student assignments ahead of time, in addition to instructing them on how to keep up with class through Edmodo.  With the integration of technology in the classroom, it is easy to keep up with ELA class while students are away.  Homework, rubrics, lessons, and videos are posted daily and can be completed through Edmodo.  
Hall Passes:


Students are issued 10 hall passes per term (nine weeks).  These passes are to be used in ELA class only.  You MUST have your pass signed when you leave the room.  These passes may be used for trips to your locker, the bathroom, and the office if you have not been called down.  No loitering in the halls or your pass will be revoked for the remainder of the term.  Use your passes sparingly and for emergencies only.  The drinking fountain does not require a hall pass but the student must still seek teacher permission. 
Contact Information:
Please feel free to contact me in regards to your student’s Language Arts classroom progress at any time.  I begin my school day at Creekside Middle School so I will not be available by phone until I arrive at Cityside (sometime during 2nd hour).  I can also be reached after school.  My school phone number at Cityside is 748-4777 ext. 2018.   I can be reached by email anytime at jlandes@zps.org. 

Parent portal will have the most accurate information on your student’s grade, as it is updated on a consistent basis.  Grades will be posted at progress report time and end of the term.  However, you may check the progress of the student’s grade at any time since Infinite Campus is a live website.  If work is turned in late (due to an absence or with a late pass), it may not be graded immediately.  Please contact me or have your student contact me if you have any specific questions on a grade.
Finally, I look forward to having your student in my Language Arts Class this school year.  Engaging students in literacy is one of my life passions and I am excited to share this passion with your student!  Please let me know if there is anything that I need to know in order to provide the best possible learning environment for your student.  I am looking forward to a great school year!
Mrs. Landes  (
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

